
s7

ds. r;. r',..:v.. xs: v):a{:: ?i:a.e>.. .n; rru .iS; f;if ,*,f;ti* f ri.h r;i*.. .i:r;\ .it+ tr (:::

X: $: {iX t}: nl v{ :ft aS a: N tl: \! -.i\ ,v rli S $}\$, .li i r:it a\ V }-\ xi :/, Xl ari- t : t.

11::l-.:)11..*tir.



Tctal Medisare Dlsbur$ernents
$ BilliCIns

g13,4 21 S.3

,..i..--,.....r-- -*

Tstal Nati*nal ${ealth ffixpundlttlr*s 
i

$ Trillions 
i

I

rs i

.l

1 $S5 1S$$ A*SS ffil0?
{projec{*ri)

N urs*n

{hiatisnatr F{e

256"S

I

I

i

t ss.7

1 SSS

$$ ffi,ffi# i

1 SSS

CIRl* Sare
r ffixp*nelltures)
ions

:...:r:...*

rNt
r!tlr
nilli

sr
a!t
Inr
ffil'
! :ft

!fi}$

ss7

nffi
1$$rl

103

't sg8 2S{tS 9002 1 SSS 2SSS 200t

I S0"1

't $ss 1 SSS t0CIs

5S

1 $$5

:iit){.'i. I}a.ui {.-iirrsb*rg. Plr.ll.. :*it!$ tltirt ne\,r' tcchnttltg',' stt*.:lt its

rn;rg,n*tiu 1*tt(lninrce irnasing arti-l ittriu)'f t iicuitles tllicr sigttifit:nnl

I,lsnelirs tr> pl,itienis. F'erv wt:ltlci 0trjccr t* tllu Iri:lllv iltJl'itlti:cs itt ttl*r"l-

icll l*ruhntrlngv. nncl c*rtriinll,' cr:itirallr.: ijl inujivir.lttltls l,r'ek:tllllo illlv

r:lrlrrtc* tt: trt:;t{ ltl'e-llir'*atr:rting diseasss. Ht)t','[:l'er. {iinrbr:ry COtl*

Irt)rir- tttirt., "l'g**ir:rirch furs $hlnr.'n tli;tl. txt Lral*tti:e. chltrrgirig tcchrrt:ll-

r-i.g! in nrcilii:inc rr:5Lllts in irt',-:tci:isiir-l s;r*ttcling,, itnd itt;*tltlttt$ klr
r.iirc,-hnll'tl.r lrvo-tilirci:: o1'tlt,l itu-t:t:;isu in h'r.itithcltit: s1.;cr:ditrl"l irt

ctx.ccli$ ol' geni:lt'lJ irrJjuli()11,"

fr,!ritlt'tx /.Jr'ii1l/r<'rrir:: fFJ\:c'. 6, z{}i}d) st;:t1.us t}t;rt.^ ".1\ntericitl'ls ilrt::

livin.g lt>nger und iu"t: ltciiltl:riet'ittiiJ rvt:iLllirir:r'tltun (:vcl'l:*,lirr:c. ()v*r

thc i-rlist J{) v*rlr:s. t}rtlrL:: hng b*cn.r Si}tii. rk:c:line in ttt"u'tirlit-v litrrir

hclrt disr:;rse. ii Jt)rii:' tk:i:lirir: in tlisahilitv attt$ng sellit:r clitizens,

scrinus Fri)Frrlbs irgnilrst ciincr't- iutd dratritrtic itdr'*ncel in tlior:n*ci-

ic;,rl ;e.tealr:11." Whik: incr*asecl spr:nilirrg is a [:otlc(1111' llte tll]Frec('j,-

rluntcrl r,'iilur r:eulizi:d thrrrugh henltltcilr'* inri:r{)vf1)1r'tlts is r:qur*llv

r: I ciu' iinrl c<lnrptrlling.

**.$xq* 
*#"*m*ilgYl*Ww

i\s ir snric:rv. !!'i-- lt$sll to l,ili<c stspr tlurt rvill dlou'*re puhlic t<i [:*rt-

uriit irtrnj {r(l'r,itnr)tls 1t, rilutliual rcselu't:lt ,.l,itllttt-tt cxcrt>ititttl ittt:t'eiist:.\,

ilr i:usts. {iinsb*r5t **r:lends t}rnt lhsl'r-r tle lt:ul hiisir r.rltiiortr lirr'

sIt:nving thtr upruiud tte.riil rtl' ntt:dictll xltc:n<littg:

ffi [rr]rnn'in$. t.lrc clJicicnuy o1'lteitltltt:nte iJe,livc:t"]' Tndth(]iis.

ftm Increasing tJie iinrulcial iltu-*utiv*s tbr pirticltts to liinit tlrtir t.tst: ttl'

n:r*riicilI scn,ices.

,ffi l:ist;,lblishirrg ar.lnrinistrativc i:ontruls ori tiir: ttss tll'tltusr: sr:i'vi,''r.:s.

ffi L,inliting l.lr* l'*sr:Lli'(:r:s ul'*ilutric: t'") rhc hcallllcittr:: s):itctll.

{}llinii.rns v;tr:y irs tn rvlrit:h, ii"anv. tll'' lltus* till*rrtiiti\jt1s I'trl-}l'r:surtl

f's;lsilric rtllti*ul;,'I'itr: Jirst ruethtil u,,it^tld. ilFpuiti'tr,r tll'l*l sltl:rtlitttiiri

;lr*rni.si:. ltrlitiriir tl,'rr r-runcr:pl tlN ittct"rrascd ef'liui*rtc,v is thu ltci iii'

lkrtr-:llninirrg r.virich lc{iiurs oi1*r tlt* s;ttlt* periix'tt}iutu,s. Lrut itt lou'*1"

rr.rsl. l)riictiu:*t lrppticatit>rrx trl'this prirrcilrirl inr,lurdc: tlttlpati*rtt Prt)-

ceiiulss relittir.,s ttl lxrsi:ital stitys, pr*vid*ti tJrill rn*ilical prirclicr:

rlel:rtlll.sfrnte$ sjnriJiu' rexuits. In ittlditiLttt.' tlte use ul'g*n*r:ic lrlrliJ*

i,l,irlirxts. as irr,lvitnr:cd phitr"rtrar-:rutic$l 1'trtx-lttuttj g(-) *li' llltettt, tcpi'r:,-

seitili tlrr prrlspefI tl' k:rwr:t C(]St$ ltt lllilll] C{}I}11tll]lc15. Atlt>lltet"

r,rplirxi is the inclr'ls$ci rr;s t:rl.'rcus;'rble li*altllcal't: ts.riiL:.ls \ ul'sus ritt-

g k: usc" tlis;:niiiblt: pltrdut:ts.
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A rcr:cntly relcitseil pirbliclrtiort, Ilr:usltftlt 'l'b.xtile,r**i['he

llcsprstr,riblc Solutirtr?" rep()rts hrrv u ni;rnlrrir ol'healthca.re itrstit.u-

ticinr have saverl sigr:ifiusnt clt-llJals tlu'ough the use ot'rcusHble
lio:irlthulrre te .Ktile s. One rrxanrple shnrvs savings ul'$6t),{10{} per: )Jsitt:

thruuglt tlr* purclrasc r:1 l'eusable surgical gol\rnsi artcl tcwcls. In
another rqri)nrt, a tive-y*ur^ stuclv clernurtstratcd s;rrtittgs oJ $2{X}.{'XXi

h1' udnptilrg reusatrl* underlrads, This puhlicittiou .-.conrpilcd cotp-
erative lv b.v tlre.Ant'r'icim lLeusable

Ts.rtiLr Asruciirtiun (AR I A), the

{.'irnncliarr lteusnbls Tcxtilcr

Associatj0lr (CIIT,,\) and ths
lntcrrr;rtional Associndun filr
I :le;rllhc:arc"l crtilc N'lanagenrcrlt

{ l A H'l 'htl )--outlincs thc o()sts as

i.vcll irs ttts 1:cr1'onilillr[:c anil crtvi*

ronlrcntal advrplllgg* ul' r'r:usahle

t r: :i, t i .I cs.'['l t e r]ttc u trte nt i s s u llpt tt'tt-,tl

l,)' br.rtlt TRSA irncl tlte r\ttterjcitti
Soc:irrt5,' f'rlr I lealllrc:are Hrrvir-
trrirrrsntul Sc:rvices (ASH S).

Writing iil tire i\rrrr.' /:irg/rrrltl
Jiturnu.l r{'lldulidnr: (I}cr:, Ifi. 2(X}4,

p. :,65?). Dr, AI;rn H. l..nc:krvtxltl

el.iscuxsecl lirrdirtgs of tlie Of-ilcc of'

I'l iin agclucnt irrrrl I3 udget . I'lte
()X'113 li:uuuj that recent ruk'ntnking
irv tlre EIH iter ntirtiruize ail pullu-
tilrn i r'osl irttlustrlt S25 billitxr arrtl

,si trrctJ sr-)rn(: $ t .sft hillion in hr:alt h-
(:irlc costs, '.1'hc reasuning inilliicit
in ll:ese l'inclings repr'$ssr"lts irn

niltlition;rl signillc:ant crr:ottutttic
;,t<ivlrit;,tgc lirr reusal:le h*althcttt:
tcrtil*s. Ii" r:un h$ shr)rvrl t.i'lrlt. r]rl i:r

f Ll s t - lt i:r'- u Si) lrit :i i s rg tt 
^q;: 

lt I e 1 t':x ti I t:s

;,rrc lrrss cxltcttsivc thett clisllosables.
'i'triis lulvuntugc: is ir"lcr'oas.lcl vvhrln

tlri;: eltar gr:s ussoc:iilfcrl rvittr ttrrrrJ*

ruirl rvilste inuinerilt$rN il\'lWls) *rc
crtnsiclcrctJ" tlr the expenxcs related
iu waste lnrrcllill sitcs rlt'c ui)r'I4rilccl.

fulorc(:r'er', thc adclitit:ni,rl Lrenc.fits

rl' lowcr hc:rlfhcai'c costiq. chrc 1<l

ntc'tltntls not rL:LpJidn$l A4\\rls ill'
l*nrllills. lilagnilies tJrc cct:rnilrnic:

btxclit of rcttx*blcs. J'hcse poiuts
slruultl bc bronsht tn the altr:ntiorr
rll' inrvrriilkc:l's nncl a] I cler:isiorr nrah*

ers in th* lrerlflrcal* sector'.

dcclrdes, significaltt innuviilive lrrr.rdr:c:tx lti['c her:rr {kr\rcJtiprd^

intruduc'ccl imrl utilieed rvith cnrincnt snc:ccss. Arriong l.ir*se rrr'
l'lirid-.resistant anrl lluit-l-inrprr'r'v:ioux surgir:al uotvns.'I'hi:se btrilt

arsist heaithclu c proicssiuntrls in rrtaintaining il ster-ilt flcld itntl

iidchess OSI-Ii{s rrclnirc,nrents rcg,ur:<iirig occ:uilati(}nal cxirusurc: ln

hlt xxlh<)rn c pathogens,

IIigh]y' el-lec:tive sutgit:al
intnrcJuci:rl and havc clear etl

t tltion s cli sc:nrrl rl*i I v.

Utilizirrg sinri lar pruduc:{. tcciur*l-
clgy, rlrany reuslrbie [)r"ccautior]ar'\i
aricl isulatit.rn g{}\\'rls ilrc relr.lily'

avitilirirlc lirr *pprlications in ent*r
gr:ncv rLlonis. t-lirrics. denlal nrriJ

th.lctors' oliices and otlt*t' \,rr:n11g15

lvhr:rr, brxlil;, llriids J)()srr a hnzlrtl
to h.l*i thcare rvorkct's.

Alsn ofiering ltr"lclt:tl titlur-: ;r,rt:

nrany r'*usuble ir'rc'ontittencr: 1:rncl-
ucts, urhiclr cnn lir:lp msct th* nccds

<lf'arr ;rging populi'ltion. r\s orrtlined

:itt tire Rtusublt /i,rfritr,s -'^'l"l*:

ltcr.rTrnrr silie Snltiliou rtrll:rrccl trl
ai)r:rrts, rcsttrclr dcnturtstrirtr:s thiit

t lre rl se of' higli-quulilv. rc'u slibler

ttnck:r'patls hr:lp rcclu*c pr"clsul't:

sores, lrcttu' urrntain t'iu itl iind

snhunce patient cr>ullllr1.

&mts$wrs g*$enur

As Ct-rngrs$s rcvielvs h4*cliclrr: ancJ

otlrcr lrcnlthutr* issues. (urr intlus-

try thoulcl entl;liasizc thr: t)vrr'-
rulrel nti rtg ailr,;tntages ol' r'r-rusirlrl,;

t*xtiltrs ltncl tlr*ir lorrg-ttr^rl bcirtl-

li ts.

Witlr the lfitltlt Corrsrc,ss now

cottv*ned, I;trvtrtirlir:l^s aro c{)r'}\ic1*r

i n g rrtiut_r, hr:l I llrc;l c- I el ;r t ctl i sl; urr;i;.

Pr^esiclent (ieorgt W. lluxh hrts sirid

tle rvill strive t$ reltrrnr S*uiiil
Sec:urit,r'. rviticir liltcl,v wil I irri-'l uilc
r\oledir*arc. llrith tlre [..1.S. Senilts

and 1-louse o1 lte:pr-est:rttatives rvill
nerrd {o cluvelop lc,gislatir.rri in r.xclcr

trl crutut c'hanges.
'l'he l4trsilirr.'qrrrn /-'rrsr (.liu:. :j)

rept:rteci tlral {}lrrgress is d*eirli'
rliviiJecl [ry isstrr:s ]'$lrltcd ttl ,titrci;,il

Sccuritl.' (inr:luiling rVlrriiciire).

wrilpF(:rs antl drtpes als* havc trectt

th$ wa)' f r"lr pack I.)l{)gritltts thitt dittt'l
produce the t()n..i trf rttr:dit:al v,'iiste

hrispitlls utrd (:)thr'r healtltcitrt i ttst i-

.Si,(rr./ir:trnl. ilrtrir,ci/ri'(.' l'?ru.\(iltlc p*xltr:t,t ltnr<: lpcett dt:t:e:lr.tlsttl irt rc(:etft

)'('aJr'"S"

lrr ncltiition tr: tirc cost arrri cnvir'<lrunental nclvuntages that reusalrle

lrralthcare tcxtilc irrtdur:ts lrrins [r] the lrnclical lielcl, the inciustry
alqo lias erthrtnc*d tlre r,alue rll' tltesrr prr::dur:ts. {)r.cr .rcrverul

7 2 'I"rx'rut' trlE:s-ru r\{,lrrc:n 20(-)5

;\ltlrorrgh the presid*nt wiuttri clrnngcx in nurrrv "entitlernent pr'{)-

gnnns,*' Initn\i Dcrttocrutt.s c:tltrsidcr: thcsu: pt'r)lllaills rl vitiil ltxl irrvi-
olable legai:y ul'iln.ir part,\,.

' 
L'Jt tt wl vtw l lrr.lrus u I t't tt sa bltr* url lrrir,: crr.r I.

l{ttt.suhk:.r hdp httaitlu:atr.rJi'lr:f/iric.1, r.rt'rlrrl trrcJirttllr.'(tr/rl irtr:itrsnrri<;tr rr.i.rlr.
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ivlany Repu[rlicnr]s helieve Pr esicJent

Bush nlurit unify his par:ty' Lrel'trre he t:atr g*t
legislation pussed on Capital Hill. The:

execrntirre britnch of govenrillent rvill urge

Clongress to uut, iittr-|, ttt tht"r siurl$ tilnc, luL:-

hyirrg grclnpri u,ill urrgc legislators to uorite

hills refleu{ing their ciiversu pet's1rcr:tiv-es.
'l.he oulconre of healthcilre legislaticln is fur
Jrorn c:k:iu, cspeciirily rvith the lnck o1'utrity

henvcen the \\olritc l"k:use arrd Capitol l{ill.
h: tiris c:limate oJ nncertaintl', t.lre

reusatlle t*;xtiit inclustry nrtrs{ scttltr on il
pnsitive agcnda nn,cl sh<lr.v govefirrlrent leacl-

ers l:ow ()rir l)rr)posecl Actiorts will bcnetit
socie ty. \Ve must outlittc h{wl, rcrusaLrle.

he*lthcare lextiles ciln help skrw llte dse t:l'
herllthcar:e cnsts. ln acJrjition. 1ve tnust

l'rlport tirat b,v reclrruing lernrilill rvirste iurcl

incinpratiun ol' rnedical lvastcn retrsablc te,[-

tilils alsn ciur prllnltlte a lreirlthiclr- eflviron-
nlsrlI Bcn]ss Atttr-rricir.

Plans rlre nrlw underrvitl' lbr AKIr\ tcr

r,'ivil Washingtt:n inrtl Hr{:r"',t witlr nrcnrhers of
{.'cngles.\ rln }r'fa1' 18. l'RSA's fi<tverttment
L}*rrnrnit{.oe alscl rneets regnlarlv-lT}ost
rec:etttl5, on l\ilarclr l).. 16........u> reyit:w kt:},

issrrcs and visit larurnakr:r's on Cupilr.rl Hill.
,All rnerrthcrrs ol AItIA and "l'ltSA sh*urld

plan ur join {.hsse, trveflts str that trr*get}tei". in

Itrfr:e. we can lead (tur grlvgJ:ntnent tt: r":r*li
practical legislation in su,p1:ort oi' N'tecliuiu'er.

r\,1t,.licaicl aud r,ther healtJrcirr:* prtrgJ:iiln$.

TJre rxurce;:t ol'expiincli ng the appl ir:atiorr uL

cll'ictirrc, lrigJlpetJirnttirficLl- rr:uxatrle tex*

tiles r,i,ithin the lrealthr.:nrc sector prssettts

Ccngrcss witlr irn itnportiirit r:{}Ltrse *l'
iil:ticln---r.rnr: tlrat *,iItr runinlnin c:urrent higfr
leroels of urecliu:al care" *'lrile lnwerirrg
r))iprlnsr)s. rrn{.J. at til* sillrf tjrne. inlpr"ttvirrt
tlre envilcnrri*nl.'l'lr* tirtte to itct is nou'. IA

t{ttvf i;1171 Zins is tht:
itrhx:itrru l a/' /'firir,'crlt/
fr,!. ?,in1, rt,ssr-rr:ialc,r.,

r{lirnrrg p ru du < i' r/ti t'rll
#pruenl urtil tilc'utdi(-
t t ti: ti I t o t t s t i I ttnt scl't,'ir.'-

c.f trt tht institr,ttir:nn.l.

fa"x'tilt,lit:kL Zilts is u re,qultrr c:ollfrrJ\.rltn' tt) \:(tr-
ir.rir.r trude. nnd inslilntrr trtul Sttfulit'or1qur.!',
frtrhttlinl4'll>v.tilc ll.r)ntiil. (ttnlut:l hini tii 6.ld-
2 2 7 - 3 5 8 2 o r e - n ut i. I lu tuj n s(Qi v* o h t o. {: o tfi .

I1 'I'ux'nLE Rr,,t'r;li ,\,l,,tttcH ?t,}05


