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Protective Appan€ll Dispssahle vs, fieuxabts

i'J"il riiiml*edlv re.rnahie"orienleli

p{:rsoil, i feei crlrnptlllrd kr respairi

lcl SKp *rrlsanii tniciet trnm rn issue

i>f lxftciirsrt {lontr',{ Ttukty(w md disp''e,l rt:eders

ril d:e nriscnnctil'ei! nr:ucns thin the-v- nm'hal,e

irr:tiuiri:,J korn ils conterlts. The $lt arl"*; *f
ctnsidenuron {iulsan ciltd .,rdl he rddres*etl

h*re L'i *:lt sune s€queilce.

I'he n7e r:f prrduc'"r kritrrn rders i0 'ff

singir-u.te il:tr,e unilJ rt:centl'l heeu knrrs'rr iL\

,!sposei;it'. A! ioi th*se rtfcn'eC t0 LJ multrgrh-

il.se. iile.te :tre c,tntnt onir* kitorvr] irs l"ulr.s:rh l *. 
"lhe

irjrril "irulni;it-use" cttttltibe interyr-eied i0 irryill

iiiat urr iitri: could lle usni l*r '.1 vrriery rrf

pihjnssr. Ilmirallri whnievrr the iier;is',u:* cdli:ti,

ih e r'; uslibisri,ii-r fcs abi c cn nlrrr ee rsy th et h:r^s br:ei:

Itt'1{ti{ri i0t rnuti' vetni"

FilnctisnalitY
Siric,: r{ebsier':i Dicriona:r dnw rrut iu';e lr

tli:ilniilcrr lur iliis ilttr tbtilu, ihrl questicn pr:orirk:ii

h.l. *ru :ruth+r wjll itrit'e ttt sullict: ''Due.J ihe

proriuct ilun*nsil'.tit litc nunbutus urd pur"lnrnr

ihe t:i;lr*s ii"sl:iiiixi tii it itv itt tnruiuftclurer iind

fi* rrlcluilrfit*t$ "uct 
i:v iiie purt'lriLsijri"

\l'iu riid iirrison rui*r to'l'he ,$lqociatioir oi

periilpi:rriir,tr Rrryxersd,\,ulstts' ft0llrri) 199?

edjdrrn ,Ji ,t'i.''u;r;rr tiuu:ltd lYx:tire Jbr ,ii*glr:ct'

{irru:ns *nri {}r*{'es r:ath(r t}tiut ilicir ullilltrti

t99b etlitionit l{e is incorrecr ln .sar,in,g tlral tlrrl'
"pi'r.n'itit lt s*lid hriu:iine ibr c*rnnerjstn ;ind
.anairsis." 

'Lt 
stic,;Lrildv staiC tn' th* fidt, tire

dct:iimerit is rt *:ccnntr*nri*ri prxdt*: {}11}i ihHr

rrrpi*s*rLs rviitt ii't* pruicsriullai prritlglcni'ivc

iluniri[ orrlaairui:ult dewslx tirc og;tirnurrr in llitil

ploiiuct iriitr:[iiqi ,{s such, it provldes :r pririeriine

titilt tJic peri*rJtimni'tl ilu$i] f;rl] ri$e iu lus*ss tJte

pr*i iuui coris oi rhe diihrent er,aiir*le prrxlur:rs.

th*rebl'niikrng, it possiblt ior iirc nurse t* seii:i:t

dre nrr:duct ilxt hst suirs tire f'u';iliry"$ n*.liiir,

*ulsrirt i;ijls io nteittitn *at a fetiei'al regrl;l-

li)n *gerlry rices irticr:d rnnndrte fie e*rrrlrllt:r to

proride iiie *mpiovrt r'vith protmtiv* apperi.l.

riurr fr:ri*r*l tgtnul* iumtelv being rhrl

ilcr:l1i:uir;niri Siutrt' md i{r.iith'\dittittistr:rtji:n

{rJ}lli\), lrr tc'nns af prr:le'ld\" lpilalel. {JSii'f"i

liin:d iftlli: an lii,;;i;dbor:ie ir:ttiutgen$j ltlitel; tiiat

iiru it*rt $clf-;tt':tJ shuulil bc lppruilrirtr i'.rr iirt:

"t.,rqk ud degr*e *f expo$ut€ anilcip;itrtI."

Lirrfr:rtun;rtrlil iil the iltcntcnt, rherc is nrl

univrr.selll' rcce pted tesl urethodologi' h*i
utrlritles the ustr t* tliscrirninrte betivtcn *r*:

prnti:rrivc *tlxibiiiti*s iti the avalll:le producir,

[f111if.,0rl tr,v{} ttsts deueir:ped h'v tire Anrrriciut

Sry:irt't frr 'I'r"rtill,g llgicriiils (,tiTil{) i': :rr:e br:illg

usetl b3, rr nurnltcr rli cornp'lnits to tiernorlstrirtc ir

pnIr1 * cr's prrfi rn'iuut r:e c:irprbiii ti ts,

ljninrrunalely, tlie resul$ ere rspurteri un';
"put.vtaii" hllsis, \I:hlitever "pas$" fiiey niEin, it

should be noieC ihtr tlie cJinice.i litennrre

ul*irl,v innjiurtes th'.rt ncnr of tJr* prudurts

kn*wn tu hiive pll*il*ed the lests havi, iru,ell itrund

to be impeniuus uniur Blther fi uiiro Dr irr

rirrr siru'"rsis11g.ir, t$ In tdditir:fi, r'tltint il:e per-

{nrnirnce clpabiiitri of il mrtcr:u} 0n r
"pirssif*il" b$i$ prohiiris ihe purcltilser iritrn

selecting r prorinct tlirt is :ippruprieu: irlr" ihE
''L1sk n'rd degi'e* rrf ul:pasure ariticipril:rj "

tlar{snn conrfiitnts abcur fie inJiur$(e tl}ir

i"*prrrtetl prrxesings {i:runtiering and sreriJizr-

tion) ltave ort the pcrfariTtltrlte rtpr$ili1y 6i *
reur,able "lifierr" praduct. $or: tlie most p:in, thr

reusble firbrics used lrl prutmtire appurl u'e

mtrle nf high-count, drnsti w:r'err ccntinuuus

fiiarnent nncrrt-ilber prtll'ester icrn$. I'or ilret

rs*rsCIri if nu oihei:,'it is simnl'r' inlppropn:ite krr

tJren: t* be refrrr*d t0 fur silclr r ctsud ntilnrtsr.

Attunllti tiltsc te'uncs are 'J" mndiJlc'rtian ,:[

tir*s;: originailv dweinpetl ior g:rn:renis uqlm in

suphlsilctreti applicnilons in tJre iri"imh i:rdnstn

ivhrru the prupensitv'fur e m$crial t0 genrrille

pruticu.laie contlunfuutiurt suult rr ilnt iu'hich
incid*'nbiliy is citeil ris :in ittrm r:f csnunt in the

,\ORYs RP} tuuld not be lol*nued. Wirh a long-

ieriil r'$tortl of their prov'en dur:Culitv rnti high

lsiclof purl'unnenm in thrrt Ladusurr tlre inheient

irldrcrplruhic nrtur:e oi dre pr:ir*ter-i'uus mahes

ihrm perticululv suiurirle l0r us* in ganncnrs

rr:qui n n g'.r liq u iti- npri len I urp:,ib iiiril

Ihr iubfics f,fur ci)rlt*fit useri for $ome

ili.spost*ile prorr:r:tivr ?ipp:il:*l itrlns hni ttc:':n r
iltitu{:t ol conc*'m inr c';er nvu de.*det" l*ttiin
n0fi1v{)1{n llniefl;*li r:r:nLa.in ceiiiliose trvncci

pulpi ijhers tiritt i:uw he*n ass{x:irrcri *'irh pori-

cfritiltfiye to nr piic:ril*ns $ilr:ir,rs keln jrLi.',r 
r) rirl ti

rir:iiiscert r:rl, in ci sion r,l nerni:rs, iu i ti c irrrtnic cis -

slstg. fu'l'therinurr, a studv inriic*ed *lr x,lien

It it0nw*\'Lirr rellulii,*e l:"rn:ti;ttu inirc$:rl \\,ari

suhjc*td t* 'Lfi iil:nu;ton ie$i ilunnrilt' userJ I'or

ivortlfi reusrihle nta{eiid:t, it iir*tiucr:ri ^ilnrr:rt

rijt tiil*.t es niuch iirii ilv l'.i:i,tlri !i..i iilt: \lTjrrtil

mtteriid witjr rvhiclt it 'r,'Lq ct:nip'.tr':ri, 'ihrs

phenonutriir *i,unl>liiics ilre ne*.1 tu reri*w ii;*

filur cciruerri tlf ti:e *iltcl'i',r.ili irs*d ar weil *>
strriiirs in'$uibrj"q tt$t Ll*nii;n$i rii te eJrt' Li'*' ij$:r,ilrl

rg.rctj*tv i:f the c'nrmir:ai finishe'i rvith lri:ir:li thc,i

Jiave been trxilxl.l

QuaXihy

ilcrtaiifri {ii(:t:f i:erx:tirit lr:.riil: lu r iii'{l

*tixxiarr';'mrd Ute nliliriilr irr 
'r'lricir 

li is pncr:rlisi

cm iir:wrrruClv iriihttrrcc its lr:ng*ier.ln ;.r,tltrirr
innncs uriniliijt'* A[rtR,\" itx*titii'.* uils ir'rljul:nce ir:

dreir pru,uilirrg IiPl bv ;:uiig ur* intpt:rtu:re rii'

rJre pruriuct Lxing pirxesxxl itilc{Jnl}ig {0 "{:r

m:m u hrhi rtr l,'tt1i 1itr:i iits'sur$ r.r ns. "

lltr*'e,cr", .iJr tfrili r,,i r*rt h:ts txeg s* xtut*i1i

d**ilxrl iry thu 
'ltt*riclut 

Coiiqt *f Sunlcr.'rr's

inmi Ci;m.mitiec 0n rle {ip*rriing R*CInr

Enuiromirru r {iltj Rti,) rs' 1L:1irtl ca nrii tirxls 0f LLre' },

lli* gunt li,F€ uf lil:iite, r.n, ga:rlctttiiit'i. {i.i',iilu.,

ebn"siun. etc.. tit:it cln imp:ril dl* eileuircrt*s* ui e

di4rrrdrlc isin$t-irse] iititt can ii:ttili-riv iiltpliil

lJt* eitrrtir'ffisi$ cf a rtuvti:it,Iiis i:tip,rrtrrrl tlw tlte

cL\nlinwift; xluL:c iL5'1J riilv L"e p:r{rnnnj r;n t
nut*rilti uttiit- t:mrtrnilui hixir:ttor.'' t:iintiitjrin.r:

C:ulix)l bu rirn'si*s hcing titc wirdr'dtlloi li*Et: lr>

*{riuh thu item wiiJ b,t:rrhir:..lrxi "uixitlt tutriJ r:tiil-

riiliurm tJi rL*e."

0*st-itt-U$e

I{are c*nmoniv krtotlt lti "irisi-p*i-ri,i;it."

tilis r:urt:p0i1rn{ uf ijri: vllli:* rlttiil"-sis pructs is

perir;r1:s tiltr* irtllliililuti (t.i*it'ilxrn ut :uii'' ijlil(

silrr:i: it-s ccnr{pti*n. h:jtirJll u i.iiri:r:i: :itltftli.

il:e ecnitl tost tli using I prc;tiucl lirvr:nll its

strrlr:d ;;ttrchrue ptil;* r,'lri *tt itttiv far;tol'carniii-

r:l'*rl in iietemrinhtg iit cttst-iif,r"us*,,Ll th* slst*rn

hui:;une ilinre refinud, iire qurlliiv oi :l pit>tltrct

hcgur t* be riet'ed $ ffi imrlcrlr,nt *irmert

Tcrll1 liori'er:er, iirc ittieitst frtl{rlrr.b t{)

i:*d*r* l* :dont totttt'sll tiie ruprilii' rsnrlrtirrg

ilust5 i,fi rurf ruittn,r h*,ldrclue ilcliverv"*ti*m httg

.hr*n ilccurllpiutiui bv t nu\y Ctfirritiou *l cusi-

eifet-iivert$rs. Il h:ls linle io th *iijr '.he rlutjitr, 
':i

fre prtxi*ct, iis llrice. or haw u'eil it sr:rvtx ifi

n.rnrch :rxx) iiltttitlii ilnnllli;i lunnv,:ll



prticuLr purpJ$. Rarher, il exanriq-rs u{rcther tr
nor it is s'tTI nctrinl rnd'*irlu harrn, lf rr*1i n'ouhi

it cnuse fte pr.rrienl if il rvtre ntit alaiidrlc,$

llistoricallil ri'hen sirrgle-use pr:oduuts first

l:egune n:rii:lblc, iltt:'r'u'ere not uell rrceiveC.

Iluring ulat period. tJre muketi:tg st{iitegiss

facuscri un silrgle"use pmrlircis bairig luls expen-

sirre rjn tt co$t-per-use LrT sis. Thi-q tpproach

proveri tu be herd ro sell. 0f tllose hospi;rls rJial

ail'.indoned fte use rrf reusaiiles for ftt atrkl5ietl

,,**nonric henefrs fiom using the sinille-use

dispusahirx, s s,;ucir of tire liiererure dum ntll

rnmi e!'en $ne fadlltl,' th# acknorvieriiled it rrai-

izerl the proiurul utwin$s thlrt were preilicted in

thr-: casl ;r",:dysic prep,trd b1r tlre'rendcr.

ilorvever, popuir"r'in' of the dispusab,le

prnducti sub*qurntly' nrusliroum*tl when their

frge \i:as skg*'ed bv r provisjoli iit ilte teir:tl"rurse-

mcnt b1$tpin that pcrmlited the si::gie^use ilem tr:

Lerunie r pritient chzu'ge. Linder ihcse cnndltiorrs,

ctsl \{,Ji intsltr'lLtil. Qt$te ilre ccnt"riu ; since

the hospi*j u'".rs nDi *nli'to Lrc paid ior tle throiv-

Irwltv but raas dsa pernrituxl to *.ld a nrark-up

ttl rectyrr iLq hmdlingrtiistrihutiiln cltarg*,

ihe*r single-usc dispos:rhl* llenune rslefiue

genel?tor$. {One pa{ent rcpx:rretl haring b*en

chug*.d $.l5.?il f*r:r surgmrtl gorw md $i$.l,ttl

frrr:m incmilnence perl dral hrd bem used rvhil*

she u,lu hadng gtrrus relliovrd ftnm f1ff iuild.ttt)

It shnuiii be notei thrt the itroyisirns of trxix s

prosptlcile rtrn:burstlnlft]( sy:slent tYflle i:esrxl

rin *,hat hilspiuis, citaryeC drrring th;rt pr.uir:iii.

Logistics
"J.,:tisii*.l'' is it miiilir"; telrm idcrrtifitti 'r-t

s'rlppfiil sen'ir:*s in h*althtare |nstinr[**s titat

p'ro{ure, Frrlr:esn 
(1,s., laund*i irnd *eriiirti.' ffis

tr:ubTr{)!'i r*usal,ie suppiies trt their porfit of use.

llnther th:m int,rsilnq iinr*ciai r{,i(iurce$ t0

ruprlite l;*rrN,s;aiu:t ltuntlr;' *quipnerrl utd Hkr

adlLnt4e *f the lcng-terrrr m*n*lnim ir:*nl using

fis neu,grner*iion of reusrirlr textiie$, h*spiiais' 
rr01v btgur spcnriing n10nq' lr: p'.ii. tbl r ncrv

rrliuirq,:msnt skili tledir:nsi iCI accrurliriorhle ihe

iiisprisiii uf th e tJirutv-li\fi'o; p:{ii{rr np* prr.rd ircts.
,}l 

usc fl:pr1.\s$ ittt'crii'ni eiil:,*r iutrrng lhe r\'rl\te

n*ui*d nnil iliin'r1rcd in :i liuulfijl sonili'.trerr 0f

destrored in an incineruol*f*u trrrrc,ss*; drnr

sryq ui retl etpinmnnt, trni[ti ts, ffi d msnpor!*r.

Thef itilerJ tCI rmilze *rat fi)iullt' c,f thr

m:rt*i*ls of *'iijch sr)Infl tll the single-use prori-

uc$ wrre made wer* neither hiri"degradabie

nor crrujit thel, ile iiurn*d, ;urd tirse prnducts

li,sre nat ahout tc rtt slvftIl let. thtry are slill

rci*n*d tj) ils Lrtirig dislt*-table. Tudgy; the cmt

of di-spc)si*g *e itr:nrr: r:lassifi*d m infertinus,

harardcus. 0t' r*gulrted mediC ilL\i* mrkes

ihen: cr$**silr:.
. ircr crmrple, in a r*c*liili' puh[shsd er:ticb

aitout "effective cot{-reductiun strategim in t}re
lxiutagement nf r*gulrrted med.icai wa\|e," iltc

nuthor $tat{$ "[hrt one erer that renlains a
m*jor expenditure frlr maily nredisri far:iii$es is

the m'an:qement md suhsrqrl*lt tiisposal nf
requirterl medical v,'aJte.."artd thrt thesr

e:rflens{s reprc.\ent a siprilic:rnl parr^iun of rin

cnvirn n ryrsntii ff rii ce's cperutin g hudget, crft cn

lT'iL to ]ti?6 of rhe rctal."l?

Is the nunx'flwn, siugit-use, disptlsairle

$ffmrrt of the nxtiie indusn' calicerned :rjuiut

ftese esi:alaring cusul rlbsnlureh. Thev hr't'e

ncknrwledgeci this concrrn in thrir irrrlusrry

publicationt}, uld'al,hou$ r*ninrng rheir arsoci.

ation s acronyrll? h-04, iirul lmrr chrrngulits narns

frurn the Internatiururl Non'*'or'en and Dlipnsabie

hrdwtry m t}re -,Lrsociiirjon of thr Non'*nvcn lirbr.ic

ktdustrg }lut to be ol'erlnoketi is that since the

prornulgption of tlrtl X*r'ircnrnental Prr.rtruion

,\gr;nnt {fiEA) rrmv rqulations in Aug*sr }Xt$,

the funerimn l{nspiui! ,.Ltroci:uian t",ti{,U her

msrJe a '\trlurla$ ctmur:iunurrt ro reduce filtd
s'first€ volrutle Il' 50yr hy 2010."14 Hgq,rvrr.

hospitils are lxgirurilg to find t}rar t-'iq'cu: $eri€r-
aH e!'efl m0re rgf.enue bv replacin$ $0nle of ure

tnditiorml shgJe"ure, prper-likr irfins uirh tJror*

{ru nru reusabl* uc proring tn be rfirn,rmicsJ.

fnr o\amplt, r llr(rup of .suryeons pnictici.ng

fiI Fr{t hu'ge tmtchin,g insilmlions reponeti sn rhe

resuhs af thrir cust'*ralyxls r:f r*usa!:le v:s. :$ngle,

llse dispos*le surgical twtjJr prro(irrcls.li

Canlpued witil thc, disiril.rflbJg iterns, the

i'eusahks resulteil i:r r savings uf lilmosr

,(l?tj,{i00. fi,'en t}u:ug}r *e insfirntinn usiirg tire

disposables per{nrmed i,;I}[} frlrver surgicai

prucetiuri:r, iiiued on tlieir fir:,Jings, th': g,rrrup

ubsen'rd lhnl "it is impprr:pr^iilc ft>r h*ryin]s ro

pia* pr:fls"\urs crn ph1*icians to prrcticr li^scal

rustrrrilv in p:rtient riiag,n*sis *ntl tr*rtnenl
lnrl tlur t0 \r,irste rlolims 0* the rxpensive

tu*r'eni*nces oi rtiodcrn' t! spcseiile' $tci'it',: "

finvirurr snenta I lmpaet

In ccrntnrelrfinfi ribtut the enrjrcrrnrenteJ

i.inpacr nf di.surrrlltdg tirt: Cilp*sal:lr;g. ftiri.yrn cites

rri:rencsi tiral ar all eighi ir.r ninr-vytt:;-uli,

There is not illiv itern af crxl;nilnirinl *irh ihe use

cf djsprsahle prariucrs til;rr hes ;^cnrits ria qu:r$t*-

tive mrd rluzurtitatil'r iltqrx;flleut tf if"q infinrfice on

prrer:ltirrg surgcai rli-.rlt(, it }1zuurful$ $-dsie frorn

?? prnmdurfs, (${?r.rrhen formd thu sirr$e-use

clispusalifu lssilrs ailcCIiinlrri for 39ri, nf rhe

rvei$t, paper ?%, pLrsd c 2lt9i, iuld nilscellflfl corq

wffs1e 77%,ln l,oln*e, rhe singlr.-nsr rliryruxrbl*

lahriuq nnd paprr mde up 6996. pir'sric l.i$t. :rnd

nilrceiimmil$ Bnste i?i,. Ilv usirrg suryicai gul\*$

urd dnrpes riiuir sf reil-sflhic rn$reri,rls- rhe hospi-

url uus dih to nxlune tire weigJrl *f itr rv'asii hi:

iii,i' urd tlm ',,ulurnc iry li3i:.6.

lftaking the $lard Shnises
I ilstr,''n' indi cetxr- n'h nteler tvpe o t "prirtmlr l.'e

:ryp;rel" is w{rnr, ',q'he:[htr Clspcsable (single"

us<r) crr ruusabir (rnultlple-Hsrr\- lht g:tltt:errn

ile ccnainly rr0{ rtrr rnci urlts lhentsei'ir:-c.

tlixujrjerjns that the Eru 6i h:tauclq :usucjalrd

q{llr tJ:e Lnusnis.siun rlf bl**rihontc pttittir:en:;

first eiinSni airrut l2 y*lrs uga, th* irelliilii:us

protider conlinunitr, js l* itr tr:rutttndcii ior

rheir astuune$ kir sel**ing thc tlpe cf iljc{ir:;l
i-hal iieEt m*rt\ tjre*r ns:dr"*iloth ilt le:lrs r-ii

per{r: rnrance "alid crr.rn*mics. l:u rthcntr: rt. si n( {:

ii is liktlli tJtst :r nlrir,rrirv oi *e gr)r111$ ftsl ilru':

been nntl are br,ing usui 11* n0[ "ililss" tii{
illT.\l's lr:slr, il js renrukr.hie ft$ n* tv"ir3,:nce

al','Ctere indicatrs flJivflne hlts t:i'er ti:iSuirtti

iil]v (ine li the puhogens L{ ir r*}^uit tl Lrlt',crj

ir :tvut g p(n *il-Jierl a pru t*iti \€ -i':'l€ gann ul t. Ilr.i s

ftct mw h* attibr:tiibie tn tlre prolectiort lc,,'e^l

r,;itit wiiicir srry hrCtircme ricrk(i'is trir*rirleil

bv fie:r]l"tirne mir:cl* iihr:c: llrjied sl<irr-whicir

ir licuid-praaf hut por{)i:s. -*oii i:ilt tctugh, Srii';irtt

bur resiiicnt, hes built-in cntliir-rg :thiliu fius

r:iimi;lrl*hilaver {wry hndv bui,ge, hm no srafir.$,

ties, sihlps, zipp*rs, ur velcro ciustires, luld

rl"prirs iis*f pJien to*1.

Ljn:dcrr nc cirnu]rsLrnce shuirJd iJtii cornlntrtti

i:e inwqirr*ed tt ni,x,,$ cr inrpL'th* thrre ts nu

neel for prnte.fii\r nppafel iint a{inriis hot}r *e
lrrr:el ru:tl rj:tf.rlt ,..rt prr:trtti+n t-hlt tiic hr:;*tirurt

*'ork*r' deerns pglggiu'r'. WirHi is ill il$nusi

iittp*nance siiour fi test metfrod !:i tii:tl il lrisur*:i

hedtiicfi.re n'ltke.n that tiit proi*cti're tpptr:t:i

prrivirir* g1g iiriel of proieci:'rrn ntcrJe'd jri rirc

fi()nifinl ihel tsi ht.; ,vul t$ i:r* tlrtci$pr,d. *' i*r
ir^skir {'Ji e ir"uu u i;l tn i ri;rri' t ti p rt rr Li+: chiti r:i! ti:it*

r"xr tJrcrir Jrrtxiutlr nq {,:ulsnr} .\ii1dtsls, oiir:t ag;litt.

thcre is no srur*rii hutteiv n'f te*l rne{i:r:ds t}rrit

cgl"i l& ustd firt rhut put{t}$e, [t'en ;'u\l'il's
xl , . i r ^Itciuricd int'rrir:uj$n i{epr:rt {lTlii ihrt {}rrit;c*

r*ierent:L( h'.rs se"*r:ar tiJ$t iiletlotlg itrr figtr.e

:ntii..rrJual :uti:jhun*;. ilth*r tiren iriJriing {( ii fi'Jf-

rTrtjnt-s i:osi, {hc r:[:nicrr] rJ*.u's','!due is cuirl;tii;;i-

tl:lil r;i*,;r ti,rc rmuit:; duvi+n:iti:tterl uniltr t:titt-
trnlkid iairoratrrn crindin*ns [nriv $til! nsl i:n$ult:

th* '.-rsill tl it"l ptiitorinulce "tir{di:r ilsi.ilil {::i}fi{ti-

iitiits oi'use."

Se$,t Fractices

S'':ciety irt gt:rrenl i:; ct{rtiialxl h1' tmhn'.lir:it.v

:md short-itxxr s*iulions, but tlere are n0 inslalt

ffr*s krr l*ng-terr: ilinrx.sf.s. Tu;Lt',''ii r,l)fictlti$

ftu: the tntiru*:lreni il.r[ acc*nlp',t^'ried hr: a uigtr

lllfti$tlgt rjrg tue rJiilt n0 iorrgt:l Litr-nui tlrirrg-s il\r,li'il

Lr !\if h;tve in lirC pirSt" J'iie llr,fi{t,j nt hfli't gfi)i1r-

lied ncitr has. iitir',i'il it tl',,';r, distpprar: Thc

cun'enl *.'slgiaii *r*u;llcrilhes :ll"r the rvsuil t:i

iiiiulir vefirs oi drunrge llrti *'c hlrtr irifiict*C u;u;rt

tiur plnlici-

i}{arrh ?{x}{} lililtitilti fiiiiiiiili Tli]i]y':]



Tlre rntist enyircruncnlCli: sdb *,uy ril dispnose

of wrste is simp!,'nflver l0 gencrcte it. If the prob.

Iens confronting hs.r.lthr:ue proriders virh rhe

Ci.rposal of tire srste msleriais u'ere desr:ribetl ful

msdicsl temrs, it could ire s;rid thal saurce reduc-

tion is *'hat pna**K fie riiselsc; req'Cing, incin"

enilion, md l..rnelfills oniy* traat iL In addiritm to

reusnble teniJes nol mmpftrniising tire quniiry* o{

ur* rmrie,rerl rhe p*ilcnt. the proliders vtll find

thu rmmahlix are en',1rr:nmentaiJy frjcndlr. :rnd

ffe accomprded by t}u: bene0u of iong+ernr

economics its *pposed r0 rhe short-rerm
Lrpense$ of the alternsrives.

The reusable/disposrble conrr*ver.T. is

realiy ntt on€ of dollars md cents but ratj:rer

one of dollars and se?,$u. ?he use of disposable

{single-use) r*xdles in the il$ healthcsre delir
ery slstrm is destined to be recorded el one of
iire prrsing experiences in healftcffet relent-

Iess procers of change. T

Nslinn l,. Ilel*ir4 f}}, t cir a tlnrltr nwn-
b* rf lfu ,wgrrrcrt ruillrrt: {,.{t'J .{Ofi,\., sr+C

rnfirutry.1l lhrritt Comrniilw xr u'sil sn*$f/lr
C.rr:p/Jc fieffi$r trxrcmttrtw XLuil tucu aryanircd
Iatu ftr dx,rdoprry areptic. ktnier n#rfenrrdr.

He lxns u,wri snwnl rxuar&for hir uriting *rxl
txp{trt bwwledgt in tlwt drf,rf. It* wtircrl in
lfrl sfid n$w rsstu/*r iw {tlean*atff, ftq,)

For r list af referencrx, contici the ediror.


